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1 - A MESSAGE FROM SIMON, OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this term's newsletter!   

As you can see from the various articles, we have had a brilliant term ranging from another 

Envision victory, to celebrating year 11s time at school at the leavers' assembly and prom, not to 

mention the brilliant work produced on a day to day basis by our students.  Our new house 

system has come into force this term, and we will be enjoying rewarding the students who have 

embraced this most, as well as achieving the highest lesson scores, in the final days of term.  It 

just remains for me to say thank you for your continued support across this year, and I wish all of 

our community a safe and restful summer. 

 

Simon Jones  



(Head of School) 

Digitech Studio School 

 

2 - TERM DATES 2025  - 2026 



 



 

3 - SOCIAL MEDIA AND  THE USE OF AI, INFORMATION FROM PHIL OUR SAFEGUARDING LEAD 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

AI tools like ChatGPT are becoming more common in education and at home. They can be 

helpful—but also come with risks. 

Benefits: 

• Learning Aid: Helps explain topics and support homework. 

• Creativity: Encourages storytelling and idea generation. 

• Accessibility: Offers personalised support for different learning needs. 

Risks: 

• Inaccuracy: May give incorrect or misleading information. 

• Overuse: Can reduce critical thinking if relied on too much. 

• Privacy: Some tools collect data—check settings and permissions. 

• Content: May occasionally produce inappropriate responses. 

• Deepfakes: AI can create fake videos or images that look real—children may struggle to 

tell what’s true. 

• AI Bots: Some bots pretend to be real people online—this can lead to misinformation or 

unsafe interactions. 

What You Can Do: 

• Talk to your child about how they use AI. 

• Encourage balanced use and fact-checking. 

• Use trusted tools with strong safety features. 

Used wisely, AI can support your child's learning. Your guidance makes all the difference. 

Below are some recommended videos for your awareness. They will provide a useful incite into 

the challenges that children and young people potentially face. 



By being aware of these risks, both the school and our parents and carers can help reduce and 

mitigate for them. 

AI is an area of focus within our Digitech Plus curriculum, which our pupils will be taught 

throughout their time with us. 

Please get in contact with the school should you have any queries or concerns in relation to any 

safeguarding matter, via these channels, info@digitechstudioschool.co.uk:  or 0117 992 7100. 

Warm regards, 

Phil de Scossa (Safeguarding Lead) & Simon Jones Deputy Safeguarding Lead and Vice Principal 

 

Gen AI: The Harms Landscape - https://youtu.be/XEsHwss2x8E?si=4b6lA5y9Xa3WAPww 

Protect Us. - https://youtu.be/OuH-D-au1Ho?si=m2J3IgRFmbucPu8w 

Can The Charvas work out who is REAL and who is FAKE? | Childline - https://youtu.be/Kl-

iRm9iTh8?si=2NgiR6i051ygPUh- 

 

4 - YOUNG CARERS SUPPORT 

We know that for some students, there is someone in their family or a friend who is ill, disabled, 

or has a mental health problem or an addiction.   

We think in every class there could be as many as 2 students who are helping to support 

someone because of one of these factors – we call these students Young Carers.   

Students can be young carers for lots of different reasons:  

• They might be providing support to a parent/carer with a physical illness such as 

fibromyalgia or ME, they could be cooking, fetching shopping/collecting medication, 

helping with siblings.   

• They might be helping a parent/carer with a disability who needs help with more 

personal tasks such as getting dressed, bathing or changing dressings.  

mailto:info@digitechstudioschool.co.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXEsHwss2x8E%3Fsi%3D4b6lA5y9Xa3WAPww&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|0ba6234db1fa40706dc508ddbd4d4615|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638874861828357776|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=RibCb7AXpPw4PPBJTKrmLZniaeI6LQ%2FEOlCsdJBS%2BiE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FOuH-D-au1Ho%3Fsi%3Dm2J3IgRFmbucPu8w&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|0ba6234db1fa40706dc508ddbd4d4615|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638874861828386122|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=AifFySCleISr2zlkd7qGyAWjE6PYd%2FlZxjOY9m5VfhE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FKl-iRm9iTh8%3Fsi%3D2NgiR6i051ygPUh-&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|0ba6234db1fa40706dc508ddbd4d4615|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638874861828405983|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=X9r%2FY2m0RMReXuGHWyDP4QXppxmcShVb%2FZCiebAEAVc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FKl-iRm9iTh8%3Fsi%3D2NgiR6i051ygPUh-&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|0ba6234db1fa40706dc508ddbd4d4615|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638874861828405983|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=X9r%2FY2m0RMReXuGHWyDP4QXppxmcShVb%2FZCiebAEAVc%3D&reserved=0


• Or it could be more emotional support – like supporting their sibling with additional 

needs, taking responsibility for young siblings whilst parents/carers attend health 

appointments, or checking that a parent/carer with depression/anxiety is ok.  Some 

young carers might be doing lots of caring, others just a small amount but are impacted 

by the situation at home, for example by worrying about the person with the health 

condition or needing to do more things for themselves compared to other students.  We 

are committed to ensuring that all students get the support they need to have a positive 

school experience, are happy in school and can achieve their full potential.  If you think 

that any of the above applies to your child, and that they might possibly be a young 

carer then please contact:  Mike Edwards – Young Carers SLT Champion, 

Mike.Edwards@clf.uk  Tracey Roberts – Young Carers Operational Lead, 

Tracey.Roberts@clf.uk  

 

 

5 - SCHOOL NURSE INFORMATION 

mailto:Mike.Edwards@clf.uk
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6 - MEET OUR LOVELY PASTORAL  TEAM 



 

Steph, Kelly and Alice play a vital role in supporting our students' wellbeing and emotional 

needs.  

They also help maintain the connection between home and school.  

If you have any concerns please feel free to reach out to them. 

Alice.Smith@clf.uk 

Stephanie.Balmond@clf.uk 

Kelly.Dodge@clf.uk 

mailto:Alice.Smith@clf.uk
mailto:Stephanie.Balmond@clf.uk
mailto:Kelly.Dodge@clf.uk


 

7 - AN INSIGHT INTO WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON HERE AT DIGITECH  THIS  TERM 

 

Outlaw, a graphic design agency came into school to speak to our graphics students about the 

different roles within a design studio. They demonstrated an example project to show  what 

being a graphic designer is like. 

It was a really engaging talk and the students were fantastic! 

 

 

8 - FIRST  YEAR STUDENTS FROM BRISTOL SCHOOL OF ACTING DELIVERED  TWO BRILLIANT PERFORMANCES 



 

 

 

9 - WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK 

Here are some lovely photos of just some of our students who were on work experience this 

week.  

Job roles varied from flower arranging, IT fixing lap tops, Dog walking, Construction and 

Administration, to working in Cafés, Care home's, Schools, and much more. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

10 - DUKE OF EDINBURGH STUDENTS IN ACTION! 

At the beginning of this term, 8 students completed their practice Bronze DofE Expedition.  It 

was an expedition of two halves, Wednesday extremely hot and everything was hard work, 

Thursday we had rain like we have never seen before with visibility very limited in places. All 

students completed the practice, having walked for miles carrying their ruck sack with 

everything they needed in it.   

WELL DONE! Roll on the Assessment Expedition 17/18 July. 



 

 



 

 

 

11 - HIGHLIGHTS FROM  OUR  YEAR 11 PROM 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

12 - DIGITECH STUDENT GILBERT MARTIN - ON BBC POINTS WEST 

 

Please take a look at this BBC Points West link below, Gilbert Martin a talented year 11 

student at Digitech, has received top honours in the Scoot GB National Final, showing what he 

has achieved through practice and determination.   

 

https://digitechstudioschool.co.uk/news/digitech-studio-school-student-on-bbc-points-west/ 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitechstudioschool.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fdigitech-studio-school-student-on-bbc-points-west%2F&data=05|02|v.balasco%40clf.uk|8a37a781c9a4424910ba08ddbd363045|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638874762635521025|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=L9YhuSYt7W0Onq4UbL9%2Bk5GDHxPXzZicGF9pLAn1%2BK4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

13 - USEFUL LINKS, INFORMATION AND SUPPORT  

In today’s digital world, social media plays a huge role in young people’s life. While it offers 

great opportunities for connection and learning, it also presents risks that parents and carers 

should be aware of. https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2025/02/24/social-medias-impact "Tech-

facilitated abuse: Guide for parents" https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/expert-

opinion/teen-relationship-tech-facilitated-abuse/ 

 

 

• Solihull – online parenting resources for parents, carers, grandparents and teenagers in 

South Glos.  This is free lifetime access to a range of e-learning and online resources 

which span from pregnancy to 19 years.  These courses can be worked through at a pace 

which suits the individual, with the aim of increasing parental knowledge and confidence 

around child development through all stages of the parenting journey.  The courses aim 

to nurture emotional health and wellbeing so that our children can thrive as kind, 

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2025/02/24/social-medias-impact
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fhub%2Fexpert-opinion%2Fteen-relationship-tech-facilitated-abuse%2F&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|05d336d122574614457108ddb9ff4000|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638871228125849128|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=9o1pngqxl6uvm%2FiCVAQ35dt1aj20Rn8IfFsT9DokbRc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fhub%2Fexpert-opinion%2Fteen-relationship-tech-facilitated-abuse%2F&data=05|02|Martine.Thomas%40clf.uk|05d336d122574614457108ddb9ff4000|a79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091|1|0|638871228125849128|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=9o1pngqxl6uvm%2FiCVAQ35dt1aj20Rn8IfFsT9DokbRc%3D&reserved=0


sociable and emotionally aware people throughout their lives.  inourplace | Solihull 

Approach – South Gloucestershire | inourplace  

• NHS website: Advice for parents on a range of parenting issues, including talking to 

teenagers, fussy eating and teenage aggression. Website: Live Well - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

• CCP – Caring for Communities and People – Offer outreach support and parenting 

courses for families at an early help level. Home (ccp.org.uk)  

•   Information on different ways of getting support with the cost of living rising Cost of living 

help | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk)  

•   Household support fund | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk)  

The government has provided funding for us to support people who are struggling to: buy food 

pay energy bills 

cover other essential costs linked to energy and wider essentials (including sanitary 

products, warm clothing, soap, blankets) 

•   Places Kids Eat Free in the Summer Holidays 2024 (moneysavingcentral.co.uk) is a website 

that tells families restaurants where kids eat free throughout the holidays. 

•   Financial support and wellbeing | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk)  

•   Off The Record: Free, self-referral counselling service for young people age 11-15, who are 

experiencing low mood, depression, anxiety, phobias, self-harm, eating problems and/or anger. 

Young people can call, email or text, and services operate in Patchway, Kingswood and Yate. Also 

offer parent support groups and sessions. Can also see Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for 

more information and up to date groups and activities. Tel: 0808 808 9120. Text: 07896 880011. 

Website: Home - OTR (otrbristol.org.uk)  Email: hello@otrbristol.org.uk 

•   Kooth: Free, safe and anonymous online support for young people 11-18. Monday – Friday 

12pm – 10pm, Saturday – Sunday 6pm – 10pm. On Kooth you can: Chat to our friendly 

counsellors; Read articles written by young people; Get support from the Kooth community; 

Write in a daily journal. Website: https://kooth.com/ Home - Kooth  

•   Childline: Free counselling via online webchat, and free support/advice available 24/7 via 

confidential helpline, and emails via the website.  Tel: 0800 11 11. Website: 

www.childline.org.uk   Childline | Childline  

•   Young Minds national charity offers confidential online and telephone information and 

support for anyone worried about the emotional, behaviour, or mental health of a child/young 

person up to 25 years of age, including ADHD, Autism and Aspergers. Parents 

https://inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/
https://inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/
https://www.ccp.org.uk/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/cost-of-living-help/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/cost-of-living-help/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/household-support-fund/
https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/financial-support-and-wellbeing/
https://www.facebook.com/otrbristol
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https://www.otrbristol.org.uk/
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Helpline: 0808 802 5544    Website: YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For Children And 

Young People | YoungMinds  

•   Young Minds Crisis Messenger Service for free 24/7 support across the UK of you are 

experiencing a mental health crisis. Text YM to 85258. 

•   SEND and You - SAY: Local SEN and disability information service (SENDIAS) - Information and 

support around Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, for children, young people and 

families. (previously Supportive Parents) 

Tel: 0117 9897725 Mon-Fri 9.30 - 4.30 (answerphone at other times), Email: 

support@sendandyou.org.uk 

Website:  Home - SEND and You  

•   South Glos Parents and Carers: Information and groups for parents who have children with a 

disability and/or additional needs. Offers a weekly drop in for parents and carers, support 

groups, workshops, counselling and events. They also run the Parent Carer forum in South 

Gloucestershire to collect feedback and views from families with disabled children. Website: 

South Glos Parent Carers (sgpc.org.uk)  Email: team@sglospc.org.uk 

•   JIGSAW Thornbury Support families who have children who are 0-25 years and have any 

additional needs or disability. This can be anything from learning needs such as dyslexia to 

complex disabilities or medical problems. Many children who come have no diagnosis. Weekly 

support group for parents, carers and children + training courses on a range of topics. 

Telephone: 01454 416381 Website: JIGSAW Thornbury | For Children with Additional Needs and 

Disabilities - SEN Lending Library, Events, Meetings, Bristol Area and the South West.  

 

The South Glos LIFE homepage has more information about services in South Glos South Glos 

LIFE  

• South Gloucestershire Talking Therapies - Vitaminds: Therapeutic interventions 

including counselling and group courses, in line with people’s differing needs, age 16+.  

Self-referral via the website: wellaware.org.uk  Tel - 0333 200 1893 NHS Talking 

Therapies - North Somerset & South Gloucestershire (vitahealthgroup.co.uk)  

• Samaritans: Free, confidential emotional support for those experiencing despair, distress, 

self-harm or suicidal feelings. 

Tel: 116 123 (free, from any phone, 24/7). Website: www.samaritans.org Samaritans | Every life 

lost to suicide is a tragedy | Here to listen   Email: jo@samaritans.org 
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14 - ON A FINISHING NOTE 

AS WE CONCLUDE OUR SCHOOL YEAR, PLEASE NOTE SCHOOL FINISHES AT THE EARLIER TIME 

OF 12.00 TUESDAY 22nd JULY. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUR BEST WISHES TO OUR YEAR 11 LEAVERS, WE HOPE YOU STAY 

IN TOUCH AND KEEP US UPDATED ON YOUR PROGRESS. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO OUR NEW YEAR 10'S STARTING ON WEDNESDAY 3rd OF SEPTEMBER, 

AND WE WELCOME ALL OTHER YEAR GROUPS BACK AT SCHOOL ON THURSDAY 4th OF 

SEPTEMBER.  

UNTIL THEN, STAY SAFE AND WELL AND HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER! 
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