Newsletter Term Three

v

1- A MESSAGE FROM SIMON JONES - HEAD OF SCHOOL.
It has been an exciting and busy Term 3 at Digitech!

Academically, students in Years 10 and 11 have approached their mock exams with real
commitment, and we are very pleased with their engagement. Results have been encouraging,
and teachers are now working hard to address any remaining gaps and further strengthen
coursework. As always, the quality of work across our option subjects is exceptional, and you
can read more about some of the fantastic projects our young people have produced in the
sections below.

Beyond the classroom, the brilliant work continues across a wide range of areas. A particular
highlight for me this term was receiving the Young Carers in School award, recognising our
commitment to supporting students who care for others. Huge credit goes to Tracey from our
Hub team, whose dedication in this area has been outstanding.

Another standout achievement has been the success of our E-Sports team, who currently sit
joint top of the national league—an excellent reflection of their teamwork, strategic thinking



and perseverance. You will find more details on these and many other achievements
throughout the newsletter.

As | write, I’'m delighted to share that from this term’s parent and carer surveys, 100% of
respondents said they would recommend Digitech to others. We truly appreciate your
support and are pleased that you and your child (or children) feel well supported within our
community. That said, please do continue to reach out to me or any member of the team
whenever things aren’t going so well—these moments happen, and we are always here to
work collaboratively to support your children.

I hope you have a restful break, and we look forward to welcoming students back for Term 4
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2 - TERM DATES
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3 - GOVERNMENT MOBILE PHONE RULE CHANGE
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Dear Parents and Carers,
Government Mobile Phone Rule Change — Effective 1st April 2026

You may be aware that the Government has announced new national expectations regarding
mobile phone use in schools. From 1st April 2026, all schools must ensure that students
cannot access their mobile phones during the school day. For many schools, this will mean
that mobile phones must either remain at home or be locked away during the day.

Due to the unigue nature of Digitech, we believe that we can meet the Government's
expectations by working closely with our students. As Digitech acts as a bridge between
education and the workplace, we aim to meet these requirements while allowing students to
demonstrate maturity and responsibility in managing their own phones fully in line with the
policy set out below.

Digitech Studio School — Mobile Phone Expectations

We have shared with students the expectations below regarding mobile phones and
electronic devices. Your support in reinforcing these expectations is crucial in helping us
minimise distractions, uphold safeguarding standards, and keep learning asour core priority.
If we can all meet these expectations together it will provide & chance to avoid more
restrictive measures.

+ On entry to the school, all mobile phones must be switched off and placed at the
bottom of students’ bags.

+ Thisincludes smartwatches, headphones, and other personal electronic devices.

+ Keeping devices in pockets is not permitted.

+ Students may only use a phone for medical reasons, and only where this is clearly

outlined and agreed in advance.

Parental Communication
To help us maintain a mobile-free environment:
+ Please donot phone ormessage your child during the schoel day. For urgentmatters,
contact the school reception on 0117 9927100.
+ If your child needs to contact you, they should speak with a member of staff. Where
appropriate, we will allow them to use a school phone.
+ There are means to restrict children's phone use and access at points during the
day. You may wish to support us in doing this (please ask for support if needed).



Consequences
+ If a mobile phone or electronic device is seen, even if it is not being used, it will be
confiscated and returned at the end of the school day.
+ Persistent misuse may result in the student being required to:
— leave their phone at home, or

— hand it in to staff each morning.

Encouragement to Keep Phones at Home
We recognise that some students may need a phone for their journey to and from schoal.
However, if a phone is not essential, we strongly encourage parentsto keep devices at home.

We will be informing and reminding students of these expectations today and on the school
gates Monday morning. Your support in reinforcing these expectations is greatly appreciated,
and our hope is that, by all students meeting them consistently, we will be able to continue
allowing students to manage their own mobile devices responsibly.

Thank you for your continued partnership and for helping us ensure that Digitech Studio
School remains a calm and focused place of learning.

Yours sincerely,

.
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Mike Edwards
Assistant Principal for Culture and Ethos
Digitech Studio School
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4 - YOUNG CARERS AWARD
Congratulations Digitech on achieving the Young Carers in Schools award.

This is much deserved, thank you so much for all the time and effort you put into supporting
young carers at Digitech, | was so impressed with everything you are doing, you should be
very proud!

Carers Support (Bristol & South Gloucestershire)



STUDENT SUPPORT AVAILABLE - EVERY MONDAY BREAKTIME IN THE HUB INTERVENTION
ROOM.

We know that for some students, there is someone in their family or a friend who is ill, disabled,
or has a mental health problem or an addiction.

We think in every class there could be as many as two students who are helping to support
someone because of one of these factors — we call these students Young Carers.

Students can be young carers for lots of different reasons:




e They might be providing support to a parent/carer with a physical iliness such as

fibromyalgia or ME, they could be cooking, fetching shopping/collecting medication,
helping with siblings.
e They might be helping a parent/carer with a disability who needs help with more
personal tasks such as getting dressed, bathing or changing dressings.

Or it could be more emotional support — like supporting their sibling with additional
needs, taking responsibility for young siblings whilst parents/carers attend health
appointments, or checking that a parent/carer with depression/anxiety is ok. Some
young carers might be doing lots of caring, others just a small amount but are impacted
by the situation at home, for example by worrying about the person with the health
condition or needing to do more things for themselves compared to other students. We
are committed to ensuring that all students get the support they need to have a positive
school experience, are happy in school and can achieve their full potential. If you think
that any of the above applies to your child, and that they might possibly be a young
carer then please contact: Mike Edwards — Young Carers SLT Champion,
Mike.Edwards@clf.uk Tracey Roberts — Young Carers Operational Lead,
Tracey.Roberts@clf.uk



mailto:Mike.Edwards@clf.uk
mailto:Tracey.Roberts@clf.uk

5-SCHOOL NURSE INFORMATION



6 - INFORMATION FROM PHIL - SAFEGUARDING LEAD









Sign up to your local team - kingstrust.org.uk/team or Call free - 0800 842 842



https://kingstrust.org.uk/team

For more information and to enrol onto the programme please contact -
pti.parenting@southglos.qov.uk



https://pti.parenting@southglos.gov.uk/

Website - https://life.southglos.qgov.uk or scan the QR code



https://life.southglos.gov.uk/

Email - parentingadhd @southglos.gov.uk

F

7 - PREPARATION FOR WORK EXPERIENCE

All students need to look for a placement to take place during the week Mon 6th - Fri 10th
July 2026.

We are also offering an additional week for those students who are keen to find something
within the industries we represent here at Digitech (Creative, Digital, Technology and Media)
This week can take place anytime during year 10 and our hope is that with this flexible approach
students will be able to secure something that is meaningful and will add value to their career
learning journey.

The expectation is on the student to find a placement.


https://parentingadhd@southglos.gov.uk/

Paperwork will need to be completed by both parents / carers and employers. Please report any
placements to martine.thomas@clf.uk or jane.morgan@clf.uk

NOTE: Students will not be allowed out without the paperwork complete.

Work experience offers a great opportunity for students to experience the world of work and all
that will mean, it is a key part of our careers programme here at Digitech and so it is our
expectation that all students will take part in some way. If finding a whole week is a challenge,
please consider a couple of days.

We are running a drop-in session every Tuesday lunchtime in the canteen for students to come
with any work experience related questions or to report placements and we will continue to do
this for the rest of the academic year, please encourage your child to come along. As a school
we do not have a list of placements or the capacity to find those placements but can certainly
help with giving ideas or showing how to contact employers.

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact

jane.morgan@clf.uk or

martine.thomas@clf.uk

Jane Morgan

Careers and Employability Coach
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8 - WHAT WE HAVE BEEN LEARNING IN MATHS

Year 11 have been preparing for mock exams which are
the last practice exam before the GCSE exams in the
summer.

Year 10 have had a big Geometry term, with Area,
Perimeter, Circles, Pythagoras’ Theorem and
Trigonometry all featuring.

o

9 - ENGLISH HIGHLIGHTS


mailto:jane.morgan@clf.uk
mailto:martine.thomas@clf.uk

Year 11s have just completed their English Language Paper 2 mock exam, showing their skills for
analysing and writing non-fiction texts and forming their own opinions about issues in our
modern world. We encourage families to debate the topics in the news at the moment: for
example, should social media be banned for under 16s? . Our students need to be able to form
opinions quickly about different issues, and they also need to be able to justify those views.

For Year 10 we continue our study of Shakespeare’s play Macbeth, tackling issues around
ambition and power, and students have begun to reflect on their first mock exam with us which
assessed analysis and writing of fiction texts. All Year 10 students are being encouraged to set
themselves personal targets and work on the skills they need. Finally, we apologise for some
hiccups with Year 10s logging into our homework platform Seneca. Please encourage your Year
10s to check their emails for advice if needed.
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10 - THIS TERM IN SCIENCE

In science, Year 10 have now completed their first set of mock exams, and we’re really proud of
how positively they approached them and responded to feedback. Since mocks, they’ve been
learning about separating mixtures in chemistry and are now moving on to exploring waves in
physics.

Year 11 have been busy taking part in heart dissections and investigating how mealworms
respond to different environmental conditions before moving on to their final physics topics,
electricity and magnetic fields. This week they officially finished the course and will now begin
the final push as they revise for their mock exams, and before long, their final GCSEs.

Siobhan Cole

Senior Leader
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11 - CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA IN ACTION

On Monday 26th January, our Year 13 students took part in an eye-opening Drink Drug Drive
(DDD) Road Safety workshop delivered by South Gloucestershire Council. The session was packed
with impactful videos, real-life scenarios, and lively discussion that challenged students to think
about how one decision behind the wheel can change everything.



Our Year 12 Creative Digital Media students have been busy this term working on a series of
exciting industry -style projects, creating promotional videos inspired by real brands such as The
Hideout café, Insomnia Cookies, Porsche, Spotify, LEGO and more! These projects have allowed
students to follow professional-style briefs and develop skills in cinematography, directing, and

editing, all while building strong portfolios for their coursework and future aspirations.

LILY - Teacher of Creative Digital Media
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British Esports Champs - Rocket League Update

12 - ESPORTS UPDATE

Over the past 3 weeks the Rocket League team have been performing at an exceptionally high
standard - recording 3 straight victories in a row. The team are now joint top of the group and
are in a strong position to qualify for playoffs. This will be an incredible achievement for all
players involved and shows how dedicated they are for the cause. There are 4 games left to
compete in over next term with the key fixture scheduled for 11th March where we will be
playing against Boost Bandits.

Daniel Gallop

Teacher of Enterprise
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13 - CREATIVE ARTS - TERM RECAP

Here is a look at what we have been learning in Creative Arts this term.

Y10 Graphics

Students have finished their poster project and are now doing workshops in illustration -
drawing and designing their own magazine covers based on Bristol.

Y11 Graphics

Year 11’s are working on their exam projects. They have just finished experimenting with collage
techniques ready to make mock ups of book covers.

Y10 Photography

Currently exploring still life and researching photographers within this genre. They are
completing shoots inspired by these photographers and learning how to edit and manipulate
images in Photoshop.

Y11 Photography

Y11 Photographers have started their exam projects on their chosen themes, recorded their
initial observations and have completed their first artist research and responses. This week they
have been doing digital and physical experiments on their photographs including Photoshop
edits, sellotape printing and collage.

Y10 Art



Year 10 art students are working through material workshops, including oil pastel, acrylic paint
and mixed media, creating outcomes based on the theme of identity.

Y11 Art

This term Year 11 Art students have started their exam projects and have been recording their
ideas and observations using different materials and techniques. They are now concluding their
first artist research and responses.

Becky Burt

Head of Creative Arts

One of our aims for this year at Digitech is to increase the creative collaboration between our

14 - MUSIC - COLLAB CLUB

students. So many of our students have amazing creative skills across many areas, we want to
make it easier for them to seek out peers they can be creative with. In order to help facilitate
the forging of these creative partnerships, we are building a 'Collaboration Directory' where
students can share their skills and areas of interest. After Half Term, we will be having a Collab
Club twice a week where students can arrange to meet up and work with peers on different
creative projects - for example, a podcast, starting a band, making a short film etc.

This week, we have sent round a questionnaire to all students to let us know about their skills
and areas of interest that could lead to potential Collaborations. Students then have the option
to be included in the 'Collaboration Directory' - if they opt in, their Creative profile and school
email address will be shared with the other students who have also opted in. Students can then
look through the directory and email other students to arrange working together. Those that
don't want to be included will not be listed, and they will not receive access to the Collaboration
Directory, but as staff we can still help them setup collaborations. These collaborations could
form part of coursework units for various subjects, or they could just be for fun - it's over to the
students!

Sam Eason

Teacher of RSL Creative Music Industry
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15 - THE ENVISION PROGRAMME

Develop skills.
Build confidence.

Drive change.



|C)n the 19th of January our Envision students gave a fantastic
presentation at the multi schools competition, showcasing
how they intended to raise awareness of influential people of
colour.

The students took to the stage, overcame their nerves and

gave a confident presentation to the panel of judges, and four
other schools.

Across the program the students have developed skills in four
areas- Team Work, Communication, Creativity and
Determination.

Well done team, we are very proud of you!
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16 - DIGITECH CLUBS - AVAILABLE TO ALL STUDENTS









17 - INFORMATION AND REMINDERS



18 - HIRE OUR SCHOOL HALL

Click here to find out more - https://digitechstudio.schoolhire.co.uk/main-hall/39453



https://digitechstudio.schoolhire.co.uk/main-hall/39453

19 - DUKE OF EDINBURGH

We would like to encourage our year 10 students to sign up for DofE. This is a non competitive
youth achievement program which challenges participants to develop skills and confidence, and
the award is internationally recognised.

Students should talk to Daniel in the Enterprise team, and if an adult would like to know more
or sign up a student, please email-daniel.malpass@clf.uk.



mailto:daniel.malpass@clf.uk

We are offering students both the Bronze and Silver Award this year; these will involve
lunchtime team meetings and a few after school sessions to focus on map reading and outdoor
cooking skills. We will conduct an overnight practise expedition in the summer, preceding the
official expeditions before the end of year 10.

We are very fortunate that staff at our school are very keen to volunteer their time to run this
award, with the total cost to parents at around £80. This supports registration, travel and

F‘

20 - INFORMATION, OPPORTUNITIES AND USEFUL LINKS BELOW

camping costs.






Channel 4’s BAFTA-nominated series The Dog House.

The programme follows the incredible journeys of rescue dogs and the people who open their
hearts to them, showing the powerful bond that forms and the life-changing impact on both
dogs and humans. We’re looking for kind-hearted families who could offer a loving home to a

rescue dog and would be willing to share their reasons why on the show.

The programme highlights themes of compassion, responsibility, and empathy —values that
resonate strongly in the school community.

WEBSITE - https://c4thedoghousetakepart.co.uk

EMAIL - thedoghouse@fivemilefilms.co.uk



https://c4thedoghousetakepart.co.uk/
https://thedoghouse@fivemilefilms.co.uk/

https://southglos.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking



https://southglos.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking




EMAIL - skills.connect@southglos.gov.uk

WEBSITE - www.skillsconnect.org.uk

Tel - 0117 332 1500


mailto:skills.connect@southglos.gov.uk
https://www.skillsconnect.org.uk/




We are looking for young budding bakers between 9-15 years old and interested bakers can
apply online www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk

Filming would take place from July 2026, applications close on Sunday 15th March 2026.

applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk



https://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk






















NHS website: Advice for parents on a range of parenting issues, including talking to teenagers,
fussy eating and teenage aggression. Website: Live Well - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

CCP - Caring for Communities and People — Offer outreach support and parenting courses for
families at an early help level. Home (ccp.org.uk)

e Cost of living support: Cost of living help | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council

(Southglos.gov.uk)

e Household support fund | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.qov.uk)

The government has provided funding for us to support people who are struggling to: buy food
pay energy bills


https://www.nhs.uk/
https://ccp.org.uk/
https://southglos.gov.uk/
https://southglos.gov.uk/

cover other essential costs linked to energy and wider essentials (including sanitary
products, warm clothing, soap, blankets)

e Financial support and wellbeing | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.qov.uk)

* Off The Record: Free, self-referral counselling service for young people age 11-15, who are
experiencing low mood, depression, anxiety, phobias, self-harm, eating problems and/or anger.
Young people can call, email or text, and services operate in Patchway, Kingswood and Yate. Also
offer parent support groups and sessions.

Also see Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for more information and up to date groups and
activities. Tel: 0808 808 9120. Text: 07896 880011. Website: Home - OTR (otrbristol.org.uk)
Email: hello@otrbristol.org.uk

® Kooth: Free, safe and anonymous online support for young people 11-18. Monday — Friday
12pm — 10pm, Saturday — Sunday 6pm — 10pm. You can talk to our friendly counsellors, read
articles written by young people and get support from the Kooth community.

Website: https://kooth.com/ Home - Kooth

e Childline: Free counselling via an online webchat and free support/advice available 24/7 via
confidential helpline, emails via the website. Tel: 0800 11 11. Website: www.childline.org.uk
Childline | Childline

e Young Minds: A National charity offers confidential online and telephone information and
support for anyone worried about the emotional, behaviour, or mental health of a child/young
person up to 25 years of age, including ADHD, Autism and Aspergers.

e Young Minds Helpline: 0808 802 5544 Website: YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For
Children And Young People | YoungMinds Crisis Messenger Service for free 24/7 support across
the UK of you are experiencing a mental health crisis. Text YM to 85258.

® SEND and You - SAY: Local SEN and disability information service (SENDIAS) - Information and
support around Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, for children, young people and
families. (previously Supportive Parents)


https://southglos.gov.uk/
https://otrbristol.org.uk/
https://hello@otrbristol.org.uk/
https://kooth.com/
https://www.childline.org.uk/

Tel: 0117 9897725 Mon-Fri 9.30 - 4.30 (answerphone at other times), Email:

support@sendandyou.org.uk

Website: Home - SEND and You

¢ South Glos Parents and Carers: Information and groups for parents who have children with a
disability and/or additional needs. Offers a weekly drop in for parents and carers, support
groups, workshops, counselling and events. They also run the Parent Carer forum in South

Gloucestershire to collect feedback and views from families with disabled children.

Website: South Glos Parent Carers (sgpc.org.uk) Email: team@sglospc.org.uk

e JIGSAW Thornbury Support families who have children who are 0-25 years and have any
additional needs or disability. This can be anything from learning needs such as dyslexia to
complex disabilities or medical problems. Many children who come have no diagnosis. Weekly
support group for parents, carers and children + training courses on a range of topics.

Telephone: 01454 416381 Website: JIGSAW Thornbury | For Children with Additional Needs and
Disabilities - SEN Lending Library, Events, Meetings, Bristol Area and the South West.

South Gloucestershire Talking Therapies - Vitaminds: Therapeutic interventions including
counselling and group courses, in line with people’s differing needs, age 16+.

Self-referral via the website: wellaware.org.uk Tel - 0333 200 1893 NHS Talking Therapies -
North Somerset & South Gloucestershire (vitahealthgroup.co.uk)

Samaritans: Free, confidential emotional support for those experiencing despair, distress, self-
harm or suicidal feelings.

Tel: 116 123 (free from any phone, 24/7). Website: www.samaritans.org Samaritans | Every life

lost to suicide is a tragedy | Here to listen Email: jo@samaritans.org



https://support@sendandyou.org.uk/
https://sgpc.org.uk/
https://team@sglospc.org.uk/
https://wellaware.org.uk/
https://vitahealthgroup.co.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://jo@samaritans.org/

Have a restful half term break, we look forward to seeing students back in School on Tuesday
24th February.
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